Discovery Coast Greenways Land Trust
Constitution – Update May 5, 2014

1. The legal name of the society is Discovery Coast Greenways Land Trust, commonly referred to
as Greenways or GLT.
2. The purposes of Greenways is:
To restore, sustain and protect natural areas and critical habitats, particularly ecological and
recreational greenways, for the benefit of our community.
To support these purposes Greenways shall:
a) COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Promote a sense of community through leading and supporting projects, events, and training
that educate, inform, and inspire the public to act in a manner that demonstrates responsibility
for their environment.
Form effective relationships with government, business, community organizations, and
members of the public that permit Greenways to achieve its purposes.
Foster a broad dialogue on land use and development that recognizes the requirements and
value of the non-human members of the biotic community. ("A thing is right when it tends to
preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends
otherwise." – Aldo Leopold)
b) NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION
Lead and collaborate on projects that restore, sustain and protect degraded natural areas and
critical habitats.
Facilitate and support research programs carried out by suitably qualified persons, and
facilitate and support the gathering of data for those programs.
Support and encourage the application and use of scientific data and evidence to conservation
and restoration decisions.
Adhere to the “precautionary principle” when considering any conservation and restoration
projects.
Promote land uses that are compatible with sound ecological practice.
c) STEWARDSHIP RESOURCE CENTRE
Act as an umbrella organization that provides organizational and administrative assistance to
groups whose purposes coincide with and further the purposes of Greenways.
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Promote environmental sustainability through land trust covenants, property leases, and
stewardship agreements.
Generate revenue from donations, grants, partnership funding, and business activities to
advance the purposes of Greenways.
Acquire by donation, lease, or purchase: land, other property, or equipment, and hold, develop
or otherwise use these resources to further the purposes of Greenways.
3. The operations of Greenways shall be located primarily in the City of Campbell River and
secondarily in the outlying areas from the Oyster River in the south to the mainland in the east,
to Chatham Point in the north and the headwaters of any waterways in this area to the west.
This provision is alterable.
4. The purpose of the society shall be carried out without purpose of gain for its members. Profits
or other accretions to the society shall be used for promoting its purposes.
5. In the event of the dissolution of the society, the assets of the society remaining after payment
of all expenses, liabilities and debts shall be given to a registered, recognized charitable
organization(s) promoting the same or similar purposes of this society as may be determined
by the members of the society at the time of dissolution; provided that such organization is a
registered charity qualifying under the provisions of the Department of National Revenue
Canada.
6. Paragraphs 4, 5, 6 of the constitution are unalterable in accordance with the Society Act.
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Constitution Definitions

Biotic community- an environment where multiple organisms live and interact with one and
other.
Critical habitats- a habitat area essential to the conservation of a listed species, though the area
need not actually be occupied by the species at the time it is designated (Wikipedia).
Degraded natural areas- a natural area that is no longer sustainable, having lost resources and is
no longer able to support many species.
Suitably qualified persons- a person with specialized background or education that will be able to
best do a task. For example an engineer or a welder is suitably qualified in their respective fields.
Precautionary principle- an action or policy has a suspected risk of causing harm to the public or
to the environment, in the absence of scientific consensus that the action or policy is harmful, the
burden of proof that it is not harmful on those taking an action. In plain English, if a product or a
task is not properly researched for how it will risk people or the environment, then we will assume
it is dangerous and not approach it until it is proven to be safe and risk free (Wikipedia).
Environmental sustainability- is a measure for how well an environment is able to survive with
its given conditions.
Land trust covenants- A legally binding written agreement between a landholder and an
authorized covenanting agency. A tool designed to permanently protect lands that have significant
natural value (Nanaimo & Area Land Trust).
References:
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http://www.nalt.bc.ca/index.php?p=1_20_conservation-covenants
Wikipedia, Critical habitat. Retrieved from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_habitat
Wikipedia. Precautionary principle. Retrieved from
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